
                                 What it means
The traditional guard or iginated from  the m ilitary at about 

the tim e of the A m er ican C iv il W ar , dur ing the 1860s.  A  band 
w ould play  alongside soldier s to boost m orale, w hile another  
soldier  held up a flag representing the color s of the regim ent.  
D ur ing w ar fare, the role of the guard w as extrem ely im por tant- 
if the flag of the arm y fell, it m eant the defeat of one side.  
Therefore, the position of the guard captain w as a great honor , 
representing the regim ent and bear ing the sym bol of v ictory.

Today’s guard, how ever , has evolved into so m uch m ore than 
its noble roots.  N ow  k now n as the Sport of the A rts, the 
colorguard is gaining international recognition and w ill be 
com peting in  future Olym pics and w or ldw ide com petitions.

The Saratoga Guard Visual Ensemble ( G V E )  creates a m ixture 
of dance, per form ance, and energy.  U sing a com bination of 
choreographed w ork , props, and equipm ent, the S aratoga G V E  is 
the v isual representation of the m usic, adding life to field show s.  
The G V E  tells a story, show cases sk ill, and displays dedication!  
W atch the v ideo of their  past season’s show  at 
w w w .saratogam archingband.org to see a picture alive w ith  
m essages and m eaning.  B e par t of th is am azing organization, the 
Sport of the A rts!
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